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DISCOVERY I PROCESS
The 27-acre East Charlotte Park site began its master planning process in April of 
2024. 

Through community visioning and discussion, a long-range conceptual plan 
was created to identify the placement and types of recreational amenities that are 
desired by the community such as play areas, sport courts, picnicking areas, 
paths and trails.

Although it is not certain when this park will be built, this community-driven 
park plan will be used to secure funding for the future. Construction and 
implementation of East Charlotte Park. 
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DISCOVERY I SITE ANALYSIS 
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DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

The site currently drains to this lower area 
and often results in wetter soils. There is a 
30’ water quality buffer on the tributary on 
the north-west side of the site. 

* Prioritization of high quality forest 
preservation may influence the layout of 
proposed recreational elements. 

Due to previous industrial uses on the 
adjacent site, soil quality at the northern 
portion of the site requires remediation 
informing the types of uses in that area of 
the site.

EAST W.T. HARRIS BOULEVARD
East W.T. Harris Boulevard is a heavily 
trafficked state road limiting pedestrian and 
bicycle crossings. A 30’ Utility Easement 
along the Boulevard includes access, 
pathway and planting requirements.
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DISCOVERY I SITE HISTORY
AVIATION HISTORY
The East Charlotte Park site has a fascinating aviation history. The Delta Air Base, 
a small private airport established around 1942 operated as a World War II pilot 
training center and plane restoration company. Although the air base saw its own 
evolution, over time it hosted between 1-2 air strips, several hangars, an aircraft 
storage lot (seen to the right are at least 22 large piston-engine airliners), and a 
salvage yard. By the 1960’s, Delta Air Base became Charlotte Aircraft Corporation, 
a bustling World War II aircraft salvage and restoration operation.

SITE RESTORATION
Over time the dense forest canopy seen on the west side of the project site 
reclaimed the property. Currently, the East Charlotte Park site is a brownfield 
site with plans in place to remediate the soils impacted by the air base before 
the future East Charlotte Park is constructed. 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Police Department

APPROXIMATE SOIL 
REMEDIATION AREA

1963 NC Airport Directory

What is a Brownfield?

A “brownfields site” is 
an abandoned, idled or 
underused property where 
the threat of environmental 
contamination has hindered its 
redevelopment. 

Mecklenburg County Park + 
Recreation will work with  the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality to perform the required 
actions deemed essential to 
make the property suitable for 
the proposed use. 

SITE 
EVOLUTION 
THROUGH 
THE YEARS 
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FOREST TYPE CANOPY HEIGHT
DISCOVERY I EXISTING CONDITIONS
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ELEVATION SLOPE
DISCOVERY I EXISTING CONDITIONS

SOURCES: CONANP, Esri, HERE, Gamin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, 
Inc, METI/NASA, USGS, EPA, NPS, MST, USDA

SOURCES: CONANP, Esri, HERE, Gamin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, 
Inc, METI/NASA, USGS, EPA, NPS, MST, USDA
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SOILS
DISCOVERY I EXISTING CONDITIONS

SOURCES: CONANP, Esri, HERE, Gamin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, 
Inc, METI/NASA, USGS, EPA, NPS, MST, USDA
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT I COMMUNITY VISIONING SESSION

600+
COMMENTS & 

RESPONSES

3
PARTICIPATION

OPPORTUNITIES

60+
PARTICIPANTS



       |  13

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT I ENGAGEMENT KEY FINDINGS

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT | USER PREFERENCES

RECREATE

PLAY

RETREAT

GATHER

NATURE TRAILS
QUIET SPACES

WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS

SMALL GATHERING
QUIET GATHERING

FAMILY GATHERING

ACCESSIBLE
NATURE-THEMED
WATER PLAY

BASKETBALL/ 
SPORT COURTS
DOG PARKS
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I SITE LOGIC

THE CRITICAL SUCCESS FACTORS WERE OUTLINED IN THE 
STRATEGIC KICK OFF AND ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 
WERE DRAWN OUT FROM PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
FEEDBACK. TOGETHER, THEY PROVIDE US WITH DESIGN 
GOALS FOR THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE PLAN.

GOALS & 
CONSIDERATIONS 
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES OVERVIEW
ALTERNATIVE 1 ALTERNATIVE 2
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES OVERVIEW 

ALTERNATIVE 1 ALTERNATIVE 2
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ALTERNATIVE 1 - SKYWARD
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ALTERNATIVE 1 - FORM

BAM Tree Library, Milan BAM Tree Library, Milan

Rutland Regional Airport, Vermont

Boulevard One, DenverPoodri Protected Area, Czech
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ALTERNATIVE 1 - PLAY

Drimmie Park, Washington

Mary Elizabeth Branch Park, Austin Bogaardplein Urban Park, Netherlands

Sky’s the Limit Park, Reidsville, NC Story Mill Park , Bozeman, MT

New Bedford Regional Airport, MA
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ALTERNATIVE 1 - RECREATE

Box Hill Gardens, Melbourne AU

Adidas Central Court, Moscow Fairgrounds Park, Loveland, CO
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ALTERNATIVE 1 - NATURE 

Parc Jardin de Sources, Quebec Bailu Park, China

Story Mill Community Park, Bozeman Florence Griswold Museum, Connecticut

Brewery Pond, PolandWake Hurst, England
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ALTERNATIVE 1 - WATER QUALITY

Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis Madison Valley, Seattle

4600 Connecticut Avenue Garden, DC

Mueller Town Park, Austin, TX

Daybreak, South Jordan, UT
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ALTERNATIVE 2 - BIRDSEYE
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ALTERNATIVE 2 - OBSERVE

Wimberley Blue Hole Regional Park, Austin, TX Story Mill Community Park, Bozeman

White Flowers Boulevard, RussiaGovernors Island, New York City

Daybreak, South Jordan
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ALTERNATIVE 2 - FORMAL PLAY

Haitang River Park, China

Haitang River Park, China

Festival Park, Colorado

Story Mill Community Park, BozemanMueller Town Park, Austin, TX

Holland Park Playground, London
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ALTERNATIVE 2 - NATURE PLAY

KV Brevlådan, Stockholm

The Frainus Trail, Italy

Erfurt Egger Park, Germany

Funimal Forest , ItalyErfurt Egger Park, Germany
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ALTERNATIVE 2 - NATURE TRAILS 

Great Smoky Mountain National Park, TN

Pecka Playscape, Czech Republic

Black Forest Regional Park, CO

Branicke Skaly, Czech Republic

Story Mill Community Park, Bozeman East Point Park, Toronto
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ALTERNATIVE 2 - ACTIVE RECREATION

 Brown County Dog Park, WI

Spring Grove Community Park, PA

Levy Park, Houston
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I CONCEPT ALTERNATIVE SURVEY

Community engagement results were utilized to understand  the 
preferences and priorities for Charlotte residents and were collected 
through the Public Input website after the second public engagement 
workshop. Refer to Appendix C for full results.

COMMUNITY INPUT 
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES I ENGAGEMENT 2
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PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE 
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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE EXPLORATION
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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I ILLUSTRATIVE PLAN 
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LEGEND
1. Existing Curb Cut Entrance 
2. Parking Lot
3. Buffer Berms 
4. Entry Plaza 
5. Park Pavilion
6. Restroom and Shade Structure
7. Seating Grove
8. Multi-Use Turf 
9. Seating Berms
10. Splash Pad 
11. Inclusive Playground with Canopy Walk 
12. Sensory Loop Trail 
13. Sport Courts & Shade Structure 
14. Separated Dog Park & Shade Structure 
15. Pine Forest Trail 
16. Wetland Nature Trail
17. Wetland Restoration and Stormwater Opportunity 
18. Neighborhood Connection 
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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I ILLUSTRATIVE PLAN - ENLARGEMENT 
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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I BIRDSEYE VIEW FROM EAST W.T. HARRIS BOULEVARD LOOKING EAST
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BASKETBALL 
COURTS

BUFFER BERMS

TENNIS/
PICKLEBALL 

COURTS
SHADE 

STRUCTURE

PARKING LOT

ENTRY PLAZA

PAVILION

SEATING 
GROVE

RESTROOM

NATURE 
TRAIL

SPLASH PAD

INCLUSIVE 
PLAYGROUND

SENSORY 
LOOP TRAIL

NATURE 
TRAIL



       |  38

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I VIEW FROM SENSORY TRAIL LOOKING AT PLAYGROUND CANOPY WALK

SENSORY 
NODES

INCLUSIVE 
PLAYGROUND

TRAIL GUIDES

CANOPY 
WALK
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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I MEASURING SUCCESS
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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I CONCEPT IMAGERY

FORM

Mueller Town Center, Austin

Wimberley Blue Hole Regional Park, Austin, TX

Bridge Hampton III, Long Island, NY

Wimberley Blue Hole Regional Park, Austin, TX Mueller Town Center, Austin Mueller Town Center, Austin
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PLAYGROUND + SPLASH PAD
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I CONCEPT IMAGERY

Haitang River Park, China

Haitang River Park, China Festival Park, Colorado

Story Mill Community Park, Bozeman

Mueller Town Park, Austin, TX

Kew Gardens, England
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SENSORY GARDEN
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I CONCEPT IMAGERY

The Frainus Trail, Italy Wake Hurst, England

Funimal Forest , Italy

Waalweg Mooserstegle, Austria

Mass Audobon, Waterton, MA Westfield Coomera, Australia
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SPORT COURTS
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I CONCEPT IMAGERY

Adidas Central Court, Moscow

Box Hill Gardens, Melbourne AU
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DOG PARK
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I CONCEPT IMAGERY

Playa Vista, Los Angeles

 Brown County Dog Park, WI

Spring Grove Community Par, PALevy Park, HoustonBronx River Greenway, NY
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I CONCEPT IMAGERY

Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis

Madison Valley, Seattle

Mueller Town Park, Austin, TX

Wheaton, IL Nuthe-Nieplitz, Germany

4600 Connecticut Avenue Garden, DC
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NATURE TRAILS
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I CONCEPT IMAGERY

Florence Griswold Museum, ConnecticutStory Mill Community Park, Bozeman

Houston Arboretum and Nature Center, Houston

Houston Arboretum and Nature Center, Houston

Dzintari Forest Park, Latvia

Réserve Ornithologique Du Teich, France
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SEATING GROVE
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE I CONCEPT IMAGERY

Governors Island, New York City

Daybreak, South Jordan

Klyde Warren Park, Dallas

Freedom Square, Fort Collins, CODouglas MacArthur Elementary, Alexandria, VA

Ishihara Park, Santa Monica



DW LEGACY DESIGN®

Legacy Design is the defining element of our practice. It is our 
commitment to an elevated level of design inquiry to arrive at the 

optimal solutions for clients. The process ensures that our projects 
reflect the critical issues facing the built environment and that they 

deliver measurable benefit to clients and communities. It is the 
foundation of the firm’s workshop culture and guides all projects.

www.designworkshop.com


