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Purpose of PIC

Talk with us! Contact us directly!
City staff and project team 
members are here today to 
chat about the project and 
answer questions. Come and 
say hello!

Salvatore Marchese
Planner 
City of Sault Saint Marie
s.marchese@cityssm.on.ca 
705-759-5445

Your input will help confirm the preliminary recommendations.

Project 
Foundations Existing Conditions Preliminary 

Recommendations Next Steps

How To Share Your Input
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Project Foundations

What is a Parking Study?

Why is the City doing this study?

The City is reviewing the existing parking supply and demand and assessing the current 
parking requirements within the study area to propose a number of recommendations to 
ultimately:

 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions
 Promote active transportation
 Increase transit ridership
 Enhance neighbourhood vibrancy 
 Stimulate local businesses

A parking study is an analysis of a community’s parking needs. It comprises of an inventory 
of existing parking supply and demand and  evaluation of current municipal parking 
requirements and conditions. 
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Study Purpose and Objectives

This study will include recommendations to: 
 Update parking by-laws, policies and procedures associated with minimum / 

maximum parking, minimum barrier free parking, micro mobility and bicycle parking. 
 Update / implementation of commercial parking programs to support the right 

amount of parking available, at the right location and at the right price.
 Possible implementation of parking management strategies such as parking analysis 

zones and data collection technologies. 

The main objective of this study is to review current parking availability, policies and 
procedures and determine where changes may be beneficial. The study evaluated the 
existing parking supply and demand within the study area to determine existing parking 
conditions, a literature review of similar municipalities across Canada and United States 
of America, and developed a set of recommendations for the City to consider. 
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Existing Parking Capacity

• 11 Off-Street Parking Areas and 
Various On-Street Parking Areas

• 11 Off-Street Parking Lots 
include 1,097 parking spaces
• GFL Memorial Gardens has the 

highest number of parking 
spaces provided (230)

• 254 On-Street Parking spaces 
provided, which are mainly 
unmarked

*Bondar Pavilion Parking Lot was not operational 
during the winter and was not included as part of 
the parking survey.

*Any other parking areas that may be available 
for use by public, outside of the ones shown on 
the map were not considered as part of the 
parking study.
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Existing Parking Supply and Demand

• Zones 1 and 2 have highest public parking demand and supply
• Overall,  the public parking supply is significantly higher than the public parking demands in Zones 1-4, which results in a 

surplus of public parking available

*Casino (Zone 5) and Shopping Mall (Zone 6) parking excluded from this analysis as it is assumed that sufficient parking is available for private use (based on 
Desktop Review of parking lot attached to the buildings)



We are looking to receive 
your feedback! 

The next few boards have some questions that will help us 
understand your parking needs and priorities. Please use 

the dot stickers to add your thoughts.
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How do you feel about Parking in Downtown?

Do you have any issues finding a parking spot?

Do you have any issues finding a parking spot?

Yes No

Very Satisfied Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very dissatisfied
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How far are you willing to walk from your 
parking spot to your destination?

If a location is closer to your destination but 
available only as paid parking, how much 
would you be willing to pay to park ?

What is most important to you when looking for parking?

Distance to 
destination

Price Total number 
of parking 

spaces

Having time 
restrictive 

parking

Parking 
enforcement

Accessibility Safety Purpose of 
visit

1 minute 5 minutes 10 minutes 15 minutes $1 - $3 $4 - $6 $7 - $10
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EV/Micro-Mobility/Bicycle Parking Requirements

Criteria 
Current Sault. Ste Marie 

Practice

Minimum Electric Vehicles 
(EV) Parking Requirements? No Requirements

Minimum Micro-Mobility (i.e., 
E-bikes, Scooters) Parking 

Requirements?
No Requirements

Minimum Bicycle Parking 
Requirements? No Requirements

Would you support minimum parking requirements for EV?
Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Would you support minimum parking requirements for e-
bikes/scooters? Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Would you support minimum parking requirements for 
bicycles? Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO
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Minimum Parking Requirements by Permitted Use
Do you think there are adequate number of parking 

spaces available at SCHOOLS?
Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Do you think there are adequate number of parking 
spaces available at OFFICES?

Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Do you think there are adequate number of parking 
spaces available at SHOPPING PLAZAS?

Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Do you think there are adequate number of parking 
spaces available at the HOSPITAL?

Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO
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Public Parking Cost

Have you had any issues finding free parking? If 
so, at what time, day, and location? Public Parking Rate Sault. Ste Marie

Free Parking during weekday at 
certain parking lots

2-hour free

Hourly $1.45

Monthly $51.05



Preliminary 
Recommendations
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Proposed updates to Zoning By-law

What is a Zoning By-
law?

The Zoning By-law is 
the legislated control 
that implements the 
land use policies of 
the Official Plan. 
Zoning outlines how a 
specific parcel of 
land may be used and 
the regulations that 
apply to 
development, such as 
lot size, setbacks, 
parking 
requirements, and 
building height.

• Introduce no minimum parking requirements for at least non-
residential permitted uses or lowering the minimum parking 
requirements within the downtown area

MINIMUM PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS

• Introduce maximum parking requirements along with no 
minimum parking requirementsMAXIMUM PARKING 

REQUIREMENTS

• EV parking requirements are not recommended in the short-
term, however, sales/registration of EVs within the City should be 
monitored in the long term for re-evaluation of parking needs

EV PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS

• Introduce bicycle parking requirements in areas where there is 
existing and/or proposed active transportation infrastructure to 
promote active transportation modal use

BICYCLE PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS

• Micro-mobility parking requirements should be evaluated based 
on the demand (i.e., registration, sales) in conjunction with the 
infrastructure before implementation in the future

MICRO-MOBILITY 
PARKING REQUIREMENTS
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Modifications to Current Parking Supply Being Considered

Opportunities to potentially 
reduce the amount of 
parking spaces servicing 
the Study Area due to the 
surplus parking identified 
in all zones.

Use of Average 
Occupancy as the 
main performance 
measure to 
determine ideal 
locations to reduce 
parking.

Example of a primary candidate for 
potential parking lot reutilization is the 
International Parking Lot located on 
Queen Street between Bruce Street and 
Elgin Street.

Has low (16%) average occupancy, 
which is 4x less than the occupancy of 
nearest Albert Street parking lot (King).
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Modification to Current Parking Fees Being Considered

• No need for changes to the current parking fees framework
• Recommended to update the current parking data collection technology to 

make more informed public parking decisions. 

Potential technological improvements include:
• Integrating the Passport parking data with the existing GIS data to create a 

Public Parking Dashboard
• Geo-coding the on-street parking data to monitor the on-street parking 

utilization



Further Discussion
Beyond the Downtown
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Proposed Parking 
Review
To develop the new proposed 
parking requirements a review was 
done of 13 Municipalities 
throughout North America to 
gauge overall best practices for 
parking.

The proposed new requirements 
seek to compile those elements 
from each Municipality that would 
be able to be applied to the local 
context in Sault Ste. Marie.
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Benefits of Reduced

Minimum Parking Requirements

- Encourages Active 
Transportation

- Assists with Improving Housing 
Supply and Affordability

- Promotes a Healthier 
Environment

- Lowers Development Costs for 
New Projects
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Proposed Parking 
Requirements

Currently the City has two defined 
parking categories that include the 
Downtown and the remainder of the 
City. Currently, there are 
approximately 90 specific parking 
ratios that have been condensed into 
the proposed chart.

This proposal retains the two existing 
parking categories, while also creating 
a new third category around well 
serviced areas with access to key 
amenities referred to as “Nodes” that 
will be further defined through a 
series of upcoming open houses.
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What Happens Next?

Following this PIC and over the next 
several months, the Project Team will:

• Review all feedback received from 
residents, business owners, the general 
public and agencies

• Present final recommendations to City 
Council for approval 

• Post the final report on the project 
webpage

Next Steps for the Project Team How You Can Stay Involved

Provide your feedback by leaving 
comments at this PIC or through 
the project webpage

Join the mailing list by providing 
your email on the PIC sign-in sheet 
or through the project webpage

To access the project 
webpage please scan the QR 
code



We appreciate your time and 
interest in this project



City of Sault Ste. Marie Parking Study
Public Information Centre

November 2023

Please Sign-In
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Project Foundations

What is a Parking Study?

Why is the City doing this study?

The City is reviewing the existing parking supply and demand and assessing the current 
parking requirements within the study area to propose a number of recommendations to 
ultimately:

 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions
 Promote active transportation
 Increase transit ridership
 Enhance neighbourhood vibrancy 
 Stimulate local businesses

A parking study is an analysis of a community’s parking needs. It comprises of an inventory 
of existing parking supply and demand and  evaluation of current municipal parking 
requirements and conditions. 
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Study Purpose and Objectives

This study will include recommendations to: 
 Update parking by-laws, policies and procedures associated with minimum / 

maximum parking, minimum barrier free parking, micro mobility and bicycle parking. 
 Update / implementation of commercial parking programs to support the right 

amount of parking available, at the right location and at the right price.
 Possible implementation of parking management strategies such as parking analysis 

zones and data collection technologies. 

The main objective of this study is to review current parking availability, policies and 
procedures and determine where changes may be beneficial. The study evaluated the 
existing parking supply and demand within the study area to determine existing parking 
conditions, a literature review of similar municipalities across Canada and United States 
of America, and developed a set of recommendations for the City to consider. 
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Existing Parking Capacity

• 11 Off-Street Parking Areas and 
Various On-Street Parking Areas

• 11 Off-Street Parking Lots 
include 1,097 parking spaces
• GFL Memorial Gardens has the 

highest number of parking 
spaces provided (230)

• 254 On-Street Parking spaces 
provided, which are mainly 
unmarked

*Bondar Pavilion Parking Lot was not operational 
during the winter and was not included as part of 
the parking survey.

*Any other parking areas that may be available 
for use by public, outside of the ones shown on 
the map were not considered as part of the 
parking study.
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Existing Parking Supply and Demand

• Zones 1 and 2 have highest public parking demand and supply
• Overall,  the public parking supply is significantly higher than the public parking demands in Zones 1-4, which results in a 

surplus of public parking available

*Casino (Zone 5) and Shopping Mall (Zone 6) parking excluded from this analysis as it is assumed that sufficient parking is available for private use (based on 
Desktop Review of parking lot attached to the buildings)



We are looking to receive 
your feedback! 

The next few boards have some questions that will help us 
understand your parking needs and priorities. Please use 

the dot stickers to add your thoughts.
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How do you feel about Parking in Downtown?

Do you have any issues finding a parking spot?

Do you have any issues finding a parking spot?

Yes No

Very Satisfied Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very dissatisfied
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How far are you willing to walk from your 
parking spot to your destination?

If a location is closer to your destination but 
available only as paid parking, how much 
would you be willing to pay to park ?

What is most important to you when looking for parking?

Distance to 
destination

Price Total number 
of parking 

spaces

Having time 
restrictive 

parking

Parking 
enforcement

Accessibility Safety Purpose of 
visit

1 minute 5 minutes 10 minutes 15 minutes $1 - $3 $4 - $6 $7 - $10
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EV/Micro-Mobility/Bicycle Parking Requirements

Criteria 
Current Sault. Ste Marie 

Practice

Minimum Electric Vehicles 
(EV) Parking Requirements? No Requirements

Minimum Micro-Mobility (i.e., 
E-bikes, Scooters) Parking 

Requirements?
No Requirements

Minimum Bicycle Parking 
Requirements? No Requirements

Would you support minimum parking requirements for EV?
Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Would you support minimum parking requirements for e-
bikes/scooters? Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Would you support minimum parking requirements for 
bicycles? Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO
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Minimum Parking Requirements by Permitted Use
Do you think there are adequate number of parking 

spaces available at SCHOOLS?
Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Do you think there are adequate number of parking 
spaces available at OFFICES?

Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Do you think there are adequate number of parking 
spaces available at SHOPPING PLAZAS?

Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Do you think there are adequate number of parking 
spaces available at the HOSPITAL?

Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO
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Public Parking Cost

Have you had any issues finding free parking? If 
so, at what time, day, and location? Public Parking Rate Sault. Ste Marie

Free Parking during weekday at 
certain parking lots

2-hour free

Hourly $1.45

Monthly $51.05



Preliminary 
Recommendations
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Proposed updates to Zoning By-law

What is a Zoning By-
law?

The Zoning By-law is 
the legislated control 
that implements the 
land use policies of 
the Official Plan. 
Zoning outlines how a 
specific parcel of 
land may be used and 
the regulations that 
apply to 
development, such as 
lot size, setbacks, 
parking 
requirements, and 
building height.

• Introduce no minimum parking requirements for at least non-
residential permitted uses or lowering the minimum parking 
requirements within the downtown area

MINIMUM PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS

• Introduce maximum parking requirements along with no 
minimum parking requirementsMAXIMUM PARKING 

REQUIREMENTS

• EV parking requirements are not recommended in the short-
term, however, sales/registration of EVs within the City should be 
monitored in the long term for re-evaluation of parking needs

EV PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS

• Introduce bicycle parking requirements in areas where there is 
existing and/or proposed active transportation infrastructure to 
promote active transportation modal use

BICYCLE PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS

• Micro-mobility parking requirements should be evaluated based 
on the demand (i.e., registration, sales) in conjunction with the 
infrastructure before implementation in the future

MICRO-MOBILITY 
PARKING REQUIREMENTS
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Modifications to Current Parking Supply Being Considered

Opportunities to potentially 
reduce the amount of 
parking spaces servicing 
the Study Area due to the 
surplus parking identified 
in all zones.

Use of Average 
Occupancy as the 
main performance 
measure to 
determine ideal 
locations to reduce 
parking.

Example of a primary candidate for 
potential parking lot reutilization is the 
International Parking Lot located on 
Queen Street between Bruce Street and 
Elgin Street.

Has low (16%) average occupancy, 
which is 4x less than the occupancy of 
nearest Albert Street parking lot (King).
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Modification to Current Parking Fees Being Considered

• No need for changes to the current parking fees framework
• Recommended to update the current parking data collection technology to 

make more informed public parking decisions. 

Potential technological improvements include:
• Integrating the Passport parking data with the existing GIS data to create a 

Public Parking Dashboard
• Geo-coding the on-street parking data to monitor the on-street parking 

utilization



Further Discussion
Beyond the Downtown
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Proposed Parking 
Review
To develop the new proposed 
parking requirements a review was 
done of 13 Municipalities 
throughout North America to 
gauge overall best practices for 
parking.

The proposed new requirements 
seek to compile those elements 
from each Municipality that would 
be able to be applied to the local 
context in Sault Ste. Marie.
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Benefits of Reduced

Minimum Parking Requirements

- Encourages Active 
Transportation

- Assists with Improving Housing 
Supply and Affordability

- Promotes a Healthier 
Environment

- Lowers Development Costs for 
New Projects
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Proposed Parking 
Requirements

Currently the City has two defined 
parking categories that include the 
Downtown and the remainder of the 
City. Currently, there are 
approximately 90 specific parking 
ratios that have been condensed into 
the proposed chart.

This proposal retains the two existing 
parking categories, while also creating 
a new third category around well 
serviced areas with access to key 
amenities referred to as “Nodes” that 
will be further defined through a 
series of upcoming open houses.
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What Happens Next?

Following this PIC and over the next 
several months, the Project Team will:

• Review all feedback received from 
residents, business owners, the general 
public and agencies

• Present final recommendations to City 
Council for approval 

• Post the final report on the project 
webpage

Next Steps for the Project Team How You Can Stay Involved

Provide your feedback by leaving 
comments at this PIC or through 
the project webpage

Join the mailing list by providing 
your email on the PIC sign-in sheet 
or through the project webpage

To access the project 
webpage please scan the QR 
code



We appreciate your time and 
interest in this project
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Project Foundations

What is a Parking Study?

Why is the City doing this study?

The City is reviewing the existing parking supply and demand and assessing the current 
parking requirements within the study area to propose a number of recommendations to 
ultimately:

 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions
 Promote active transportation
 Increase transit ridership
 Enhance neighbourhood vibrancy 
 Stimulate local businesses
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of existing parking supply and demand and  evaluation of current municipal parking 
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Study Purpose and Objectives

This study will include recommendations to: 
 Update parking by-laws, policies and procedures associated with minimum / 

maximum parking, minimum barrier free parking, micro mobility and bicycle parking. 
 Update / implementation of commercial parking programs to support the right 

amount of parking available, at the right location and at the right price.
 Possible implementation of parking management strategies such as parking analysis 

zones and data collection technologies. 

The main objective of this study is to review current parking availability, policies and 
procedures and determine where changes may be beneficial. The study evaluated the 
existing parking supply and demand within the study area to determine existing parking 
conditions, a literature review of similar municipalities across Canada and United States 
of America, and developed a set of recommendations for the City to consider. 
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Existing Parking Capacity

• 11 Off-Street Parking Areas and 
Various On-Street Parking Areas

• 11 Off-Street Parking Lots 
include 1,097 parking spaces
• GFL Memorial Gardens has the 

highest number of parking 
spaces provided (230)

• 254 On-Street Parking spaces 
provided, which are mainly 
unmarked

*Bondar Pavilion Parking Lot was not operational 
during the winter and was not included as part of 
the parking survey.

*Any other parking areas that may be available 
for use by public, outside of the ones shown on 
the map were not considered as part of the 
parking study.
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Existing Parking Supply and Demand

• Zones 1 and 2 have highest public parking demand and supply
• Overall,  the public parking supply is significantly higher than the public parking demands in Zones 1-4, which results in a 

surplus of public parking available

*Casino (Zone 5) and Shopping Mall (Zone 6) parking excluded from this analysis as it is assumed that sufficient parking is available for private use (based on 
Desktop Review of parking lot attached to the buildings)



We are looking to receive 
your feedback! 

The next few boards have some questions that will help us 
understand your parking needs and priorities. Please use 

the dot stickers to add your thoughts.
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How do you feel about Parking in Downtown?

Do you have any issues finding a parking spot?

Do you have any issues finding a parking spot?

Yes No

Very Satisfied Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very dissatisfied
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How far are you willing to walk from your 
parking spot to your destination?

If a location is closer to your destination but 
available only as paid parking, how much 
would you be willing to pay to park ?

What is most important to you when looking for parking?

Distance to 
destination

Price Total number 
of parking 

spaces

Having time 
restrictive 

parking

Parking 
enforcement

Accessibility Safety Purpose of 
visit

1 minute 5 minutes 10 minutes 15 minutes $1 - $3 $4 - $6 $7 - $10
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EV/Micro-Mobility/Bicycle Parking Requirements

Criteria 
Current Sault. Ste Marie 

Practice

Minimum Electric Vehicles 
(EV) Parking Requirements? No Requirements

Minimum Micro-Mobility (i.e., 
E-bikes, Scooters) Parking 

Requirements?
No Requirements

Minimum Bicycle Parking 
Requirements? No Requirements

Would you support minimum parking requirements for EV?
Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Would you support minimum parking requirements for e-
bikes/scooters? Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Would you support minimum parking requirements for 
bicycles? Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO
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Minimum Parking Requirements by Permitted Use
Do you think there are adequate number of parking 

spaces available at SCHOOLS?
Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Do you think there are adequate number of parking 
spaces available at OFFICES?

Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Do you think there are adequate number of parking 
spaces available at SHOPPING PLAZAS?

Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO

Do you think there are adequate number of parking 
spaces available at the HOSPITAL?

Put a green dot for YES or a red dot for NO
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Public Parking Cost

Have you had any issues finding free parking? If 
so, at what time, day, and location? Public Parking Rate Sault. Ste Marie

Free Parking during weekday at 
certain parking lots

2-hour free

Hourly $1.45

Monthly $51.05



Preliminary 
Recommendations
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Proposed updates to Zoning By-law

What is a Zoning By-
law?

The Zoning By-law is 
the legislated control 
that implements the 
land use policies of 
the Official Plan. 
Zoning outlines how a 
specific parcel of 
land may be used and 
the regulations that 
apply to 
development, such as 
lot size, setbacks, 
parking 
requirements, and 
building height.

• Introduce no minimum parking requirements for at least non-
residential permitted uses or lowering the minimum parking 
requirements within the downtown area

MINIMUM PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS

• Introduce maximum parking requirements along with no 
minimum parking requirementsMAXIMUM PARKING 

REQUIREMENTS

• EV parking requirements are not recommended in the short-
term, however, sales/registration of EVs within the City should be 
monitored in the long term for re-evaluation of parking needs

EV PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS

• Introduce bicycle parking requirements in areas where there is 
existing and/or proposed active transportation infrastructure to 
promote active transportation modal use

BICYCLE PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS

• Micro-mobility parking requirements should be evaluated based 
on the demand (i.e., registration, sales) in conjunction with the 
infrastructure before implementation in the future

MICRO-MOBILITY 
PARKING REQUIREMENTS
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Modifications to Current Parking Supply Being Considered

Opportunities to potentially 
reduce the amount of 
parking spaces servicing 
the Study Area due to the 
surplus parking identified 
in all zones.

Use of Average 
Occupancy as the 
main performance 
measure to 
determine ideal 
locations to reduce 
parking.

Example of a primary candidate for 
potential parking lot reutilization is the 
International Parking Lot located on 
Queen Street between Bruce Street and 
Elgin Street.

Has low (16%) average occupancy, 
which is 4x less than the occupancy of 
nearest Albert Street parking lot (King).
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Modification to Current Parking Fees Being Considered

• No need for changes to the current parking fees framework
• Recommended to update the current parking data collection technology to 

make more informed public parking decisions. 

Potential technological improvements include:
• Integrating the Passport parking data with the existing GIS data to create a 

Public Parking Dashboard
• Geo-coding the on-street parking data to monitor the on-street parking 

utilization



Further Discussion
Beyond the Downtown
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Proposed Parking 
Review
To develop the new proposed 
parking requirements a review was 
done of 13 Municipalities 
throughout North America to 
gauge overall best practices for 
parking.

The proposed new requirements 
seek to compile those elements 
from each Municipality that would 
be able to be applied to the local 
context in Sault Ste. Marie.
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Benefits of Reduced

Minimum Parking Requirements

- Encourages Active 
Transportation

- Assists with Improving Housing 
Supply and Affordability

- Promotes a Healthier 
Environment

- Lowers Development Costs for 
New Projects
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Proposed Parking 
Requirements

Currently the City has two defined 
parking categories that include the 
Downtown and the remainder of the 
City. Currently, there are 
approximately 90 specific parking 
ratios that have been condensed into 
the proposed chart.

This proposal retains the two existing 
parking categories, while also creating 
a new third category around well 
serviced areas with access to key 
amenities referred to as “Nodes” that 
will be further defined through a 
series of upcoming open houses.
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What Happens Next?

Following this PIC and over the next 
several months, the Project Team will:

• Review all feedback received from 
residents, business owners, the general 
public and agencies

• Present final recommendations to City 
Council for approval 

• Post the final report on the project 
webpage

Next Steps for the Project Team How You Can Stay Involved

Provide your feedback by leaving 
comments at this PIC or through 
the project webpage

Join the mailing list by providing 
your email on the PIC sign-in sheet 
or through the project webpage

To access the project 
webpage please scan the QR 
code



We appreciate your time and 
interest in this project


