
The public hearing
Welcome !

will begin soon.*
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*This session is being recorded.
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Public Hearing:
Metropolitan Washington Regional Fair Housing Plan

and
FY 2024 Needs Assessment 
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Agenda
1. Welcome– Lesley M. Edmond, Housing Compliance Officer

2. Opening Remarks-Acting Director, Colleen Green

3. Districtwide Racial Equity Action Plan-ORE- Dr. Amber Hewitt

4. Metropolitan Washington Regional Fair Housing Plan-Lesley M. Edmond

5. Regional Fair Housing Plan- Open testimony 

6. Needs Assessment Planning – Lesley M. Edmond

7. Closing
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Opening Remarks
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Districtwide Racial Equity Action Plan

Mayor’s Office of Racial Equity

Dr. Amber Hewitt, Chief Equity Officer
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Regional Fair Housing Plan
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Regional Fair Housing Plan
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Regional Fair Housing Journey

• Requirement by the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD)

• 12 Jurisdictions
• Seven years
• DHCD released a draft report in 2019
• Regional Plan updates last DC draft report
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Black Homeownership Strikeforce
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• Ten recommendations were made.
• Goal: create 20,000 Black DC homeowners by 

2030.
• This goal addresses discrimination that 

prohibited Black residents from becoming 
homeowners and building generational wealth 
in the District amid increasing home purchase 
prices and interest rates.



Housing Production Goals
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• Mayor Bowser set a goal of 36,000 new 
housing units by 2025.

• 12,000 units must be affordable.
• Housing Order issued May 10, 2019:
 Identify new policies, tools, and initiatives to reach the 

goal.



Housing Framework for Equity and Growth
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• Made recommendations to increase housing 
affordability and opportunity for all residents. 

• Analyzed distribution of affordable housing units in 
the District.

• DHCD and the Office of Planning (OP) hosted 
community discussions.



Zoning
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• IZ amended rentals restricted to 60% AMI.
• Accessory Dwelling Units 
 Now allowable
 Residents who have elderly parents 
 A person with disabilities who need a no-step entrance 
 DHCD Residential Accessory Apartment Program

• Comprehensive Plan
 Housing Element released in 2019
 Amendments made to address fair housing barriers



Increase Affordable Housing Funding 
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• Housing Production Trust Fund (HPTF) 
 100 million dollars for the last nine years. 
 FY22 and FY23, over 400 million dollars.
 Over one billion dollars invested

• DC Housing Preservation Fund (DCHPF) & Unit
 Resources to preserve small properties
 DOPA regulations
 Created a $10 million fund
 leverages funding 3 to 1 ($30 million).



Olmstead Plan
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• The 2021-2024 Olmstead Community Integration Plan 
• Housing Priority

• 1999 Supreme Court case 
• Local and state governments required to create a plan 
• Individuals with disabilities live in integrated 

environments. 



Olmstead Plan
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• DC Agencies working together:
 Office of Disability Rights (ODR)
 Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD)
 DC Housing Authority (DCHA)
 Department of Health Care Finance (DHCF)
 Department of Human Services (DHS)
 Department of Behavioral Health (DBH)
 Department of Health (DC Health)
 Department of Aging and Community Living (DACL) 
 Department on Disability Services (DDS)



Fair Housing Plan 
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• Plain Language
 Executive Summary, Fliers, and Goals

• Executive Summary, fliers, and goals translated into:
 Spanish
 Amharic
 French
 Chinese
 Vietnamese
 Korean

• Visit www.mwcog.org/fairhousingplan.



Fair Housing Plan Goals
GOAL 1: Create more housing for families earning at or below 
60% of the MFI.
GOAL 2: Change building regulations to increase affordable 
housing variety and supply.
GOAL 3: Create new policies to preserve affordable housing 
supported by public funds. 
GOAL 4: Help more protected class members become 
homeowners.
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Fair Housing Plan Goals
GOAL 5: Protect the housing rights of people in protected 
classes.
GOAL 6: Remove barriers, and increase community-based 
options for people with disabilities.
GOAL 7: Make public transportation easy to access and afford.
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Your Turn: Public Comments 
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How it works

• You have 3 minutes to speak; we’ll let you know when you have 1 
minute left.

• We’ll call on those who signed up to speak before the hearing first, in 
alphabetical order.   

• Others speak next during the open forum. To be called on, ask to 
speak in the chat or request to speak. 

• We’ll let you know when it’s your turn. Be sure to unmute your 
microphone. You can turn on your camera, but it’s not required.

• When you’re done, or your 3 minutes are up, we’ll turn your 
microphone off. 
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Federal Planning Process
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Purpose
Consolidated Plan (Con Plan) 
• Assess affordable housing
• Assess community development needs
• Assess market conditions
• Data-driven
• Place-based investment decisions
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Action Plan Functions

• A planning document 
• Public input (citizens, organizations, businesses, 

and other stakeholders)
• A strategy for HUD programs
• A management tool
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Assessment Planning
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Needs Assessment Planning
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Funding Sources
FY 2024 Funding $ Amount (millions) 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)  $20,404,214

HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME) $7,748,405

National Housing Trust Fund Program (HTF)
$2,982,433 

Recovery Housing Program (RHP) $1,634,036

Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG) $1,341,848

Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS Program 
(HOPWA)

$12,770,434

Total $45,247,334
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Needs Assessment Surveys

• Surveys launch May 1, 2023

• Survey Topics:
• Community Development
Affordable Housing
 Economic Development 
Broadband Adoption
Community Facilities 
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Needs Assessment Engagement

• Topic specific meetings with partner agencies 

• Consultation with private stakeholders:
• Advocacy organizations
• Social service agencies
• Homeless service providers
• Housing stakeholders
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Neighborhood Revitalization Strategic Area

• NRSA is a HUD designation.
• Place-based approach to using CDBG leverage 

additional funding for the neighborhoods.
• Flexibility in economic development, housing and public 

service activities.
• Target: East of the River in Wards 7 and 8. 
• DHCD will submit the NRSA Plan with the FY 2024 

Annual Action Plan to HUD.
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Have more to add? 
You can still add thoughts and comments to the record. 

• Submit them to DHCD through May 30, 2023.

• By email, OPM.QUESTIONS@dc.gov

• By phone, 202-442-7239

• Subject "Fair Housing” or “Needs Assessment”

• In writing to: 

Colleen Green, Acting Director
Department of Housing and Community Development 
1800 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20020 30

mailto:OPM.QUESTIONS@dc.gov


Stay involved
• Visit www.dhcd.dc.gov

• Sign up for DHCD email updates.

• Participate in the FY 2024 Annual Action Plan (AAP) public hearing
When:  July 2023 
Where: Public Input 
 Date & Time: TBD
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Thank you!
The hearing has ended.
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