
1

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT RENT STABILIZED  
HOUSING IN DC

Revised March 2023

Department of Housing and  
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Rental Accommodations Division  
1800 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.  
Washington, D.C. 20020 

(202) 442-9505   
dhcd.gov

The building you live in is for sale
THIS ISN'T A NOTICE TO VACATE

Why you’re getting this
The building where you live is for sale. DC law requires the owner(s) to tell you and others who live there (tenants) when 
this happens.

What this means for you
This doesn’t mean you have to move out. The Tenant Opportunity to Purchase Act (TOPA) gives you and other tenants 
the first chance to buy your building when the owner decides to sell. The District Opportunity to Purchase Act (DOPA) 
gives the District a chance to buy the building if tenants don't want to. These laws help keep housing affordable in DC.  

You can learn more about TOPA, DOPA and your rights at dhcd.dc.gov/TOPA

What you need to do 
1.  Read the details about the building on the following pages. The building owner filled in this information. It can help 

you decide if you want to work with other tenants to try to buy the building. You're strongly advised to get legal advice 
before signing any paperwork. 

2.  Contact one of the community groups  below to learn more about your TOPA rights. They can help:
• Explain the options you have for buying or staying in your building
• Show you how to set up a tenant group
• Get legal advice
• Prepare paperwork
• Find and apply for homeowner loans 

Housing Counseling Services Latino Economic  
Development Corporation

CARECEN

2410 17th Street NW, Suite 100 
Washington, DC 20009 
(202) 667-7006 
housingetc.org 

641 S Street NW 
Washington, DC 20009 
(20) 588-5102 
ledcmetro.org

1460 Columbia Rd NW #C1 
Washington, DC 20009 
(202) 328-9799 
carecendc.org

3.  Learn more about the DC Affordable Housing Preservation Fund. The fund offers short-term financing to buy multi-
family properties where half of the tenants have low- to moderate-income. 

For more information about the fund:

 Visit: dhcd.dc.gov/affordable-housing-preservation-fund 

 
Email: preservation.dhcd@dc.gov

4.  If you're interested in exercising any of your TOPA rights, don't delay:
• If you already have a tenant group, you must respond to the building owner within 30 days.
•  If you don't have a tenant group, you have 45 days to respond to the building owner. During that time, you must get 

at least 51% of the tenants in your building to agree to form a group to exercise your TOPA rights. 

This replaces previous versions of this form. It is not to be changed without DHCD permission. Page 1 of 5 Revised 1/23
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AVISO

REVISAR LOS DOCUMENTOS
Visite dhcd.dc.gov. Para obtener una copia 
impresa, envíe un correo electrónico a  
opm.questions@dc.gov o llame al (202) 442-7239. 
Incluya su nombre y dirección postal.

ENVIAR COMENTARIOS
 •	 En la audiencia pública
•	 Por correo electrónico a  

opm.questions@dc.gov
•	 Por correo a Colleen Green,  

directora de DHCD
	 1800 Martin Luther King Jr., Avenue SE
	 Washington, DC  20020
•	 Dejar un correo de voz en (202) 442-7239

FECHA LÍMITE DE COMENTARIOS
Jueves, 10 de agosto de 2023 – 5:00 p. m. 

ASISTIR A LA AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA
Martes, 18 de julio de 2023 – 6:30 p. m.
Biblioteca pública Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial 
901 G St NW, Washington, DC 20001 

Servicios de traducción en la audiencia:
•	 Intérprete de español
•	� Intérprete de Lenguaje de Signos 

Estadounidenses (American Sign Language, 
ASL)

•	� Dispositivo de Telecomunicaciones para Sordos 
(TDD) al (800) 201-7165

Para intérpretes de amárico, chino-mandarín/
cantonés, francés o vietnamita, envíe un correo 
electrónico a opm.questions@dc.gov o llame a 
Tilla Hall al (202) 442-7239 de 5 p. m., el martes, 
11 de julio de 2023. Debe estar preinscrito.

El Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo Comunitario (DHCD) 
invita al público a hacer comentarios sobre su: 

Ayúdenos a construir y proteger 
viviendas asequibles en D.C. 

• Borrador del Plan de Acción Anual de 2024
• Borrador del Plan Nacional de Asignación de  

Fondos Fiduciarios de Vivienda 2024
• Selección del área estratégica de revitalización del vecindario
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