
Let’s make Buncombe 
County plastic free

Plastic Free WNC



Impacts of Plastic 
Trash Climate 

Equity Health



Plastics REcycling is not the answer.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvcNavrBDa4


Impacts to Landfill
Residential Waste Stream



Proposed ordinance - the Move Away from plastics bill
● Prohibitions pertain to restaurants, retailers, and grocery stores at point of sale, as 

well as city-owned facilities

● No plastic bags

○ Doesn’t include bags used for produce, bulk items, meats, seafoods, flowers, etc.

○ Excludes bags sold in packages used to contain garbage, pet-waste, yard waste

○ Retail establishments may make available recycled paper bags at a cost .10 cents 
per bag

■ Fee exempts EBT card users on SNAP and WIC benefits

● No polystyrene for food or beverage packaging for take-out

● Straws on request only

○ Doesn’t include hospitals and nursing homes



Legal History and analysis
● About 500 local governments in the US 

have enacted plastics-reduction 
ordinances.

● Other cities in NC are considering the 
same.

● North Carolina law provides a strong 
foundation for local regulation of 
single-use plastics.
○ The general ordinance-making power is 

interpreted broadly.
○ The Solid Waste Management Act requires 

local governments to reduce waste at 
the source.

○ The Outer Banks law was enacted and 
repealed by the state legislature, and 
it does not affect local authority.



Outreach
● Business

○ Support bag ban, 86%
○ Support styrofoam ban, 

92%
● Equity

○ 11 groups verbally 
support/agree and gave 
feedback on 
implementation 
strategies for their 
target populations

● Residents - 3000+ 
petition signatures

● City of Asheville 
survey

● Surrounding towns - 
Weaverville, Woodfin, 
Black Mountain



Roll Out and Comms Strategy
● Timing:

○ 6-12 months prior to implementation and 12 months after
● Funding

○ Target budget of $30,000 for marketing materials, paid marketing and reusable bag 
purchase

● Who Spearheads
○ Plastic Free WNC in coordination with Buncombe County

● Marketing and Education
○ Press release to traditional media, social media, and paid print and radio media
○ Marketing materials such as signage at businesses, magnets and flyers used in 

property tax bills (optional)
○ Workshops for businesses

● Reusable Bag Distribution
○ 30k reusable bags given away
○ Target low income residents with distribution through supporting organizations and 

at locations such as bus stations, public housing, community centers, libraries and 
targeted retail establishments

○ Over two dozen bag give away events at retails establishments



Enforcement
● Was a small burden for most 

municipalities. Between 5 complaints 
a year to 15 a month

● Citizen Complaint Driven
● Follow up with letter to educate 

businesses
● No municipality we spoke with had 

been forced to fine
● All big retailers immediately came 

into compliance. 



Questions?


